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ESOSPORT: SINCE 2009, PIONEERS OF ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY IN SPORT
From the regeneration of used sports shoes, inner tubes, bicycle tires, and tennis and padel balls come playgrounds and sports surfaces

A passion for sport, expertise in waste management and environmental protection are the pillars of the esosport project, a brand of ESO RECYCLING, which since 2009 has been active across Italy in the collection and recycling of end-of-life sports materials: sports shoes, bicycle tires and inner tubes, helmets, and tennis and padel balls.

What might otherwise be considered waste destined for landfill finds new life through esosport, thanks to processing at the ESO RECYCLING “Amato Cannara” facility in Tolentino (Marche, Italy), specialized in the treatment of sports waste, as well as waste from the fashion and work sectors, including PPE (personal protective equipment) collected through ESO’s “back to work” project.

At the ESO RECYCLING plant, new secondary raw materials are created in the form of colored granules, which are used to develop new projects and initiatives focused on environmental sustainability, including sports and playground surfaces, tiles and sports products.

The esosport project, with a network of over 300 collection points across Italy, was created from an idea by Nicolas Meletiou, Managing Director of ESO and a passionate athlete.

“The esosport project was born from a phone call with two friends,” says Nicolas Meletiou. “It was 2009. We were all passionate runners, and I had been working in the waste sector since 1997. They asked me: is there a way not to throw shoes into mixed waste?

At that time, people were not talking about the circular economy as they do today, but for me the path was clear: transform waste and put resources back into circulation.

Many years have passed since then and, looking back, it is incredible to see how much we have been able to achieve together. Today, thanks to those who believed in our project and supported its growth, playgrounds, running tracks and sports surfaces are a wonderful reality in Italy.”

Starting from the belief that it is possible to reduce the accumulation of waste in landfills, the collection and regeneration of end-of-life sports materials open up new opportunities for projects based on material transformation and reuse.

The initiatives “Betty’s Garden” and “The Filippide Track” are among the most significant examples of how sports waste can be transformed into surfaces for playgrounds and athletics tracks.

www.esosport.it — www.esorecycling.it
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